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From the Principal 
 
The next time you sit down with your child (or children) at 
home, take a moment and ask them about the “Virtues” 
they’ve been learning about at school. Knowing that we’re 
talking about middle schoolers, there’s a decent chance you 
might hear a response along the lines of “no idea”, or “what 
are you talking about?”, and that’s OK. With a little more 
inquiry, the discussion might eventually lead to our five 
Virtues of kindness, leadership, courage, grit, and creativity – 
or more specifically, Glorious Kindness, Positive Leadership, 
Selfless Courage, Invincible Grit, and Brainy Creativity. At the 
middle school we talk about these daily, so if even one 
conversation about a single virtue can take place at home – 
we see that as a win. 
 
At Winnebago Middle School our faculty and staff believe 
that learning can and should extend beyond academics, and 
past the walls of our building. We believe that respect for 
ourselves and others only builds successes now and in our 
students’ futures, and that’s why we emphasize a different 
virtue each day of the week. Our faculty and staff members 
even go so far as to recognize students when they go above 
and beyond to demonstrate these virtues here at school, so 
please don’t be surprised if you receive a phone call from me 
sharing some wonderful news about your child’s character 
(many of you already have!). 
 
We know that our students help to grow and shape the 
already wonderful community we share. It’s our hope that 
conversations about virtues like these will foster that growth 
and assist in creating an even more positive environment 
here at our school. See more on the following page. 
 
Dan Phelps, Principal 
phelpsd@winnebagoschools.org 
815-335-3817 

 
 

 
 

Child Life Donations 
 
Dear Winnebago Families, 
 
One year ago, Emerson “Emmy” Brûlé, who is currently a fifth 
grade student in the Winnebago School District, was 
diagnosed with Severe Aplastic Anemia.  In the past year, 
Emmy received a bone marrow transplant, which resulted in 
extended hospitalizations and frequent medical check-ups at 
the American Family Children’s Hospital in Madison, 
WI.  During her medical journey, Child Life Specialist, certified 
specialists who help children and their families cope with the 
fear and anxiety associated with coming to or staying in the 
hospital, provided the support Emmy needed during 
procedures and her long hospitalization.  To mark Emmy’s one 
year fight, we are collecting monetary donations for the Child 
Life Organization from December 1 to December 20. Due to 
Covid-19 pandemic, the best way to donate most needed in-
kind items for Child Life patients is to provide monetary 
donations so they can purchase necessary materials and keep 
providing support and entertainment to children who must, 
like Emmy, spend extended time at the hospital. A donation in 
Emmy’s name would not only help Child Life continue to 
support children but also help families get through the holiday 
season. If you would like to donate, please send your donation 
to school with your child in an envelope marked “Child Life 
Donation”.   
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Emmy  #Fighter 
The Brûlé Family  
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Have an 8th Grader? Ask them about “Rube Goldberg” 
 
The 8th Grade class is working to build Rube Goldberg 

projects. Ask your student to tell you about what they are 

building, and how the science concepts they are learning 

about apply to their build! Just a reminder, nothing should 

be purchased for these projects. Look for pictures of these 

amazing projects to be shared soon! 

Questions?? Contact MeadorS@winnebagoschools.org 
 

   

 

 

  

 

Want More of your Student’s Art? 
 
Artsonia has all of your child’s artwork, and you can have it 
printed onto things like ornaments, shirts, bags, and much 
more. Artsonia also serves as a fundraiser for the middle 
school art room. Ms. Melancen’s goal is to purchase more 
white tempera paint and new light pads for tracing with the 
funds raised. 
 
CLICK HERE if you did not receive an email from Ms. 
Melancen at the beginning of the year to get connected to 
Artsonia. 
 
Questions?? Contact MelancenE@winnebagoschools.org 
Instagram: Winnebago_artmiddleschool  
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Love & Logic, From Dr. Charles Fay 

As each holiday season begins, it is always important to help your kids truly understand what it means to be thankful. If you are 
like me, you probably have heard yourself say something like, “You should be thankful for the things you have! When I was a 
kid….” All of us experience “skill slippage” from time to time: Yes! Even us Love and Logic guys have had our not-so-great 
parenting moments! 

Do our kids really learn life’s most important lessons by being lectured? Thankfulness, like just about everything else, is only 
learned via the Three Es of Love and Logic. 

Example 
Do we show our kids how thankful we are for what we have, or do they see us grumbling and complaining about what we don’t 
have? 

Kids need to witness us being sincerely thankful for the air we breathe, our health, making it home from work without having a 
car accident, the food we have, the water we drink, and the family we have. 

Experience 
Giving kids everything that they ask for can lead to them always to expect to get whatever they want. Although we certainly 
don’t advocate depriving kids of the things that they need, will they ever experience true thankfulness if they are given 
everything that they want without having to wait or work for it? 

Empathy 
Parents who use anger, lectures, threats, or punishment to coerce their children into being thankful, will find that they create 
resentment and rebellion instead. 

Parents who demonstrate their genuine empathy and love as they allow their children to learn sometimes uncomfortable 
lessons about humility and thankfulness, are far more likely to raise kids with an attitude of gratitude. 

Be thankful and enjoy your kids this holiday season! 

 

Teresa Ackerman, School Social Worker 
ackermant@winnebagoschools.org 
 
 

 

 

 
Please enjoy your time with family & friends, and have a wonder winter break! 

    

The Faculty & Staff of Winnebago Middle School 
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